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GENTLEMEN, 


Have read Dr. Stilling- 
fleer’s Origines Sacre, 
amd ever efteemet st an 
excelient Book: Rut Mr, 
Biffet fays, that Dr. Sa- 
cheverel, being at a Ta- 
vern in this Lown with 
ome of bis Brethern the 
Clergy (upon their com- 
mending the Book) told 
. them there were Thou- 
fands of Error: in it 3 and poffibly that which be afferts 
about toe Autvority of the Scriptures w one. I have 
heard fevrral of our modern Sparks, who to my Know- 
ledy have had good Education fay, that toe Bible wus a 
Book comoofed by Men to keep the World in awe, And 
truly it does mre a litrle ftartle ms fas it would any Man) 
to bear that fuch an Ov thodoe Man as Dr. Sacheverel 
fhould find Faule with that Book of tie Bifbops. As to 
the Old T-ftament 1 wil! {sy nothing ; but a to tbe 
New [ have lately Rejletted how it was pofftble the Papers 
of rhe Apoftles frould be preferved, when they were all of 
them at a wile Diftance from one another, in most Places 
perfecuted, and at / sft pueto Death as Malefaors, whofe 
Papers are gencral'y feized ; and lajtly how thefe Papers 
fhould be colleBed into one Volume, and written by them 
in the Greek Tonguc, when their native Language was 
Hebrew, the Greek Language bing underftood only 
by fome few of their Rabbies ; I defire :ou to determine. 
A. Withour taking notice of the preliminary Dif- 
cuurfe which has no Relation to the Queftions pro- 
pofed, we anfwer thar the firft Objection has no Force, 
unlefs it were acknowledged that the Books which 
we have of the New Teftament are the pofthumous 
Writings of the Apoftles, the coattary of which has 
been always maintained and never doubted of in the 
Church. For Ecclefiaftical Writers inform us of the 
very Time in which moft of thele Books were com. 
pofed, and allo thar they were publifhed and received 
as Auscacck by the Church while their refpective 
Authors were yet alive to bear Teftimony to their 
own Writings. The very Autographa ot Original 
Copies of the Apofties Books were preferved with 
great Care by the Primitive Chrifticns, fo that fome 
of them were extant in the Time of Tertullian, as 
he himfelf teftifies: And the Gofpel of St. Mark writ 
with his own Hand is {aid co be prelerved at Venice 
to this Day. Befides neither Fews nor H:arhens, who 
wanted neiher Malice nor Wit, to alledge any Fact 
that they cow have juftified the Truth of, in Dif- 
proof of the Clri/fian Religion, ever argued againft 
the Primitive Chri/tians from this Topick : They never 
denied that tiie Books which were received as written 
by the Apioftles were Genuine. And St, Cyril cefti. 
fies-that Julian the Apoftare timfelf, a moft {abril and 
bitrer Enemy of the Cériftian Faith, did exprefly ac- 
knowledg that the Books received by the Cért/tsans, 





as thofe of Peter, Paul, Mathew, Mark and Luke were 
indeed theirs. And why fhou'd it be made an Ob. 
jection againft thele Books, tbat {uchi illirerare Men 
as the Apottles were fhou'd write them in Greré, unlets he 
can prove that they had not the Gift of Torgacs, 
which the Gofpel Hiftory afferts they had, They wriz 
them in Greek becauie thar Language was then the 
moft generally underftoed of any in the World. 

Q Moft Learned SIRS, Gordon in by 42d Paraa 
dox jiys, that there are two diflim® Places on the Come 
tinent of Europe, fo fituated mm refpee of one another, 
that tho’ the firji ath lye Exft from the fecond, yet the 
Second % not Vi @ft from the firft. Ths feeming a little 
firange to my jbal.w Capecit>, I defire you would pleafe 
to accommodate me mith yur Affifiince, which wil much 
Oblige, your vefpettiul Admirer C, Gaemed, 

A. What shat Author means by this we cannot 
conjecture, unlefs it be rhattwo Places firuated un- 
der the fame Czleftial Meridian, may yet have dif- 


‘ferent magnetical Meridians ; thac is, the Deciination 


of the magnetical Needle trom the Pole of the World 
may be different in two Places thar have the fame 
Longitude, or are under the fame Meridian, For 
with Refoect ro the Czleftial Meridian neither Place 
can be (aid to lye Eaft or Weft of the other, though 
with Relpect to the magnetical they may. And if 
this be all that the Author means by his Paradox, 
‘tis a meer Log‘cal Quibble, that a grave Writer 
woud not take notice of. 

Q. Apollo, 1 will te2 you a Secrat, which tho’ I know 
yu will tell it all the World, yet I defy you with all 
your Omnifcience, to difcover the Author, The Matter 
wth, Lbave liwd honefily a) my Life Time til an 
Accid:nt which but lately bappen'd, and was thus; I 
had gor Acqua tance with fome Highway-men, whom I 
took to be hen-/t Gentlemen, for they behav'd tkemfelves 
as fuck, ‘tid one Evening Drinking harder with 
them than 1ui'd to do, they ask'd to what Place I was 
bent; ow my telling them, they faid they were going the 
fame Way, and fhou'd be very glad of my Company, We 
went cut by Mocnfhine, when we had been about an Hour 
en our way, they begun to break their Minds to me. and 
to own their Profeffion, promifing me, if I wou'd rum 
the Rifque with soem, I fhou'd fhare in the Booty; I 
being Wine.valiant was fit for any bold Enteprize, to- 


gether with the Devil's taking the Advantage thereof, 


and tempting me on. We mct with fo mucb Booty thas 
Night, tbat my Share came to near forty Pounds, which 
they like honeft Gentlemen punttually paid me. bV ben 
I grew fober again, I began to be serrify'd with Imagi- 
nations of Tryals, Gibbers, Halters, &c. But sf I hap- 
pen to be dunk egvin, 1 have a ftrong Fancy I fhall not 
be able to forbear running ¢ other Rifque, the other Booty 
came fo ealy and fudden, bus | am certain I fhall never 
venture therecn when 1am fober. Now pray refolve me 
Gentlemen, if I can be jujtly condemn'd for an Aion | 
committed by me, when | am not my felf. For bow can | 
I preper'y ve faid to be guilty of an AR, when my Will 
is not really confenting to it, a it cannot be fasd to be, 
when I know not what I do, 


N | 4, Perbaps 
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A. Perhaps we may not be too rafh to fay, fince you 
believe you fhall rob on the Highway again when 


you are Drunk; that you will deferve to be hang’d 


for being Drunk, fince your Wil muft be cententing 
to that, which is likely to be the Occafion of your 
Robbing. Bur if you merit nor fuch a thameful End 
for that ; yet ‘tis our Opinion you will juftiy deferve 
ir, when the Fact is committed. For whereas you 
pretend you are not your [zlf then: The Law will be 
fatisfy'd if your self is only hang'd, and no great mat- 
rer if you efcape in your other Perfon, fince becaufe 
you may fee double then, yon may fancy your Per- 
fon double. Burif your Jeft will fecure both you 
and your other felf, you will have berrer Luck rhan 
you deferve. 








POEMS. 


APOLLO, 


©), O Thirty I've tarry d, 
And not as pet marry d ; 
But almoft was got in the Mind: 
tVien an Accident ftrange, 
Did make a new Change, 
In my Fancy of what I defign'd. 


Young Strephon she Gay, 
In the Bloom of bis May, 
On whom my beft Wifhes atcend, 
For Nature and Art, 
Secur'd me bis Heart, 
nd fFram'd bim my Faithfullef? Friend 


Teung Cloe addreft, 
And his Paffion confeft ; 
And took all Occafions to move ber ; 
Vows as firong a kind, 
Each Promife did bind, 
So much the Gay Strephon did love he 


At length with much Pains, 
The Blifi he obtains ; . 
Tho’ long the Coy Nymph did witlfiand, 
But Hymen at laft, 
Cemented them faji, 
In bis uninfringeable Band, 


Nor do I admire, 
A Youth of bis Fire, 
So Charming 4 Nympb fhou'd adore 
For certainly Nature, 
Ne'er fram'd fuch a Creature. 
As moft, not a Brighter Before. 


Bue what took him moft, 
And was his chief Boaft, 
A Chafter did never appear, 
Not in leaft affelted, 
Nor cou'd be deteéted, 
Of being too Light or Severe. 


Bue ab! that Deceit, 
In one fo compleat, 

Shou'd Reign, and ber Vices difguife ; 
And bide all thofe Crimes, 
Which tarnifh the Times, 

From Lovers infenfible Eyes. 


Three Moons fcarce compleated 
Their Courfe, and retreated, 
E'er his Error be found to his Graef, 
Which pain'd him the more, 
Since on fuch a Score, 

In whicb he cou'd find no R-lief. 


—_— 


This feeming Chak Creature, 
Prov'd ci* Lewdeft in Natwre ; 

Nay, {uch a vile, treacherow Woman : 
She bad been kept thrice, 
Difcharo'’d in a trice, - 

And three Times bad been on the Common. 
Now tell me a way, 

Thesr Lives to dsjplay, 

And how I may know they are Chat, 
And tho thu my Friend, 
Was baik'dan his End, 

T'i/ yet to the Marriage Rites haf? 


4, When a Lady you choofe, 
For the Marriage-Noofe, 

To fhew 500 muft veniure a Curfe, 
There's no Courfe but this, 
For a Chance of the Blifs, 

But to take her for bett-r for worfe, 
Yet one way we know, 
Affurance may fhow, 

You'll not like your Friend be fupply’d ; 
And that's to refort, 

(For the making your Court) 

To a Nymph that has never been-try'd, 


The Title, Preface and Index to the Third 
Volume, will be publified this Week. Sold by 7. 
Mayo, agatnlt M’arer-Lane, Fleer-ftreee ; where you 
may have the Firtt Volume in 8vo, at £8. the 2d. 
and 3d. in Polo, Gilt Edges and Lerter’d on the 
Back, ar i2s. 2acu. 

Note, All Letrers with Queftions, in all Arts and 
Sciences, whether Serious, Comical, or Humorous, 
both in Profe and Poetry, will be anfwered in their 
own Stiles and Manner; and great Care will be taken 
to an{wer all iuch as are worthy of the fame, as 
{oon as fent, by ciceRing them for the Britifo Apol', 
co be left ar F, Al.y's over againft Water-Lane, Fleet- 
Street. S. Clark, Bookfeller in Burchin- Lane near the 
Royal-Excharge, and T. Harbin at the Rofe, over againft 
the King’s-Head-inn near Charing-Crofi. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Y the Honourable and Voluntary Societies, for In- 
furance on Marriages, Births and Servants, by Claims 
and Devidends, at the Golden-Harp, almoft againit So- 
merice-Houte in the Strand. 

Chis Day Subfcriptions are taken in for Infuring on the 
Buth of aChild 1000, 500, 250 and rool. by Claims 
ad Devidends, for 1, 2 and 3 Months, 

N° B. On Monday the rgth Inftane, the firft Weeks Con. 
tribution Was paid to 5 Claimants, when two Perfons 17 s. 
éa. by them paid, receiv’d 261. 16s. 6d. each. 

Inturance on Marriages and Servants by Claims and Dee 
vidends for 2 or 4 Months, very great Encouragement for 
them that Enter trom this Day. 

Note, No more then 25, is taken for Pollicies, Stamps 

and Enerauce in ahy of thele Offices. 
T the Ofhce of Infurance on Marriage, in Bolt Court, 
Fleet-Strect, any Perioa by Paying 25. fora Policy, 
Stamps and 25. towards each Marriage, until cheir own, 
or the Marriage of any other Perfon may fecure to 
themtelves 2001. Note, tho’ this Office began but the 2d 
ot Fanuary, there are above 1800 Subicribers, out of 
which no more than 26 Married this Year, who have res 
ceived trom 12 /. to 140 /. at the fimall Charge of 45. 
to i2 s. the 26 Claimants having paid no more than 
14/, tor 2s0e/, which will appear by their Receipts, 
which may be feensat the Office, and the Pertons are al] 
ready and willing to teftify the Truth hereof: Wherefore 
tis hoped theProtits, which are daily increafing, will induce 
all Perfons who confult their own Intereft to incourage 
this which has given fuch convincing Proofs by regular 
Payments of its Fairnefs and Advantage, At the iame 


Place is a Second Iniurance, where any Perfons paying 


5 5. for a Policy and Entrance, and 5s towards each 


Marriage, may Secure to themfelves so00/. Pro votals 
may be had Gratiss : : 





LONDON: Printed and Sold by F. Afayo, at the Prinsing-Prefs againlt Water-Lane, Fleet-Street. 


Where all Letters with Queltiens a 


e takenin.) Aad F. Morphew, acar Ssationer’seHall, 
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